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Obedience to the gospel is not limited to one’s initial 
compliance. Remember, in 1st Corinthians 15:2 Paul 

also states, “5/&67#87&"4+2&/29&":(&+";()<&#*&/29&
724)&*"+%&%7"%&62:)&67#87&=&3:("87()&%2&
/29>9$4(++&/29&.(4#(;(&#$&;"#$?@ Paul continues 
to emphasize the importance of steadfastness by stating, 

“A7(:(*2:(<&B/&.(42;()&.:(%7:($<&.(&&
+%(")*"+%<&#BB2;".4(<&"46"/+&".29$)#$0&#$&
%7(&62:C&2*&%7(&D2:)<&C$26#$0&%7"%&/29:&&
4".2:&#+&$2%&#$&;"#$&#$&%7(&D2:)?@&(1st Corinthians 
15:58) 
 

E2$849+#2$&
The numerous benefits available to the one who chooses 
to receive and obey the gospel are immeasurable.  
Therefore, let us always be receptive, stay focused and 
hold fast to the teachings of  the gospel. 
 
                                                 * * * * Chuck Kozens 
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In 1st Corinthians 15:1-2 Paul states, L!2:(2;(:<&&
.:(%7:($<&=&)(84":(&%2&/29&%7(&02+3(4&67#87&=&
3:("87()&%2&/29<&67#87&"4+2&/29&:(8(#;()&"$)&
#$&67#87&/29&+%"$)<&./&67#87&"4+2&/29&":(&
+";()<&#*&/29&724)&*"+%&%7"%&62:)&67#87&=&
3:("87()&%2&/29>9$4(++&/29&.(4#(;()&#$&;"#$?@!
Let us reflect on four important lessons from these two 
verses. 
 

12)M+&N26(:&,&A7(&12+3(4&
In verse one the message that Paul declared was the gospel, 

L!2:(2;(:<&.:(%7:($<&=&)(84":()&%2&/29&%7(&&
02+3(4&?&?&?@&(1st Corinthians 15:1)  It is the gospel that is 

God’s power to save. Remember Romans 1:16, LF2:&=&"B&
$2%&"+7"B()&2*&%7(&02+3(4&2*&E7:#+%<&*2:&#%&#+&%7(&
326(:&2*&12)&%2&+"4;"%#2$&*2:&(;(:/2$(&672&&
.(4#(;(+<&*2:&%7(&O(6&*#:+%&"$)&"4+2&*2:&%7(&
1:((C?@ It is the gospel that enables one to be built up, 
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!"#$%#&'$()*+,)*%'$-$.#//*%0$1#2$+#$3#0$4%0$
+#$+,*$&#)0$#5$678$9)4.*'$&,7.,$78$4(:*$+#$(27:0$
1#2$2;$4%0$97<*$1#2$4%$7%,*)7+4%.*$4/#%9$4::$
+,#8*$&,#$4)*$84%.+757*0=>$(Acts 20:32) The gospel 
is God’s message to man that enables one to have hope. In 

Colossians 1:5 Paul states, !?*.428*$#5$+,*$,#;*$
&,7.,$78$:470$2;$5#)$1#2$7%$,*4<*%'$#5$&,7.,$1#2$
,*4)0$(*5#)*$7%$+,*$&#)0$#5$+,*$+)2+,$#5$+,*$
9#8;*:=> 
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 Also in 1st Corinthians 15:1 we read, “ . . . -$0*.:4)*$+#$
1#2$+,*$9#8;*:$&,7.,$-$;)*4.,*0$+#$1#2'$=$=$=>$
The great commission given by our Lord involves  
proclaiming the gospel message to others. Jesus taught, 

!=$=$=$DE::$42+,#)7+1$,48$(**%$97<*%$+#$B*$7%$
,*4<*%$4%0$#%$*4)+,=$3#$+,*)*5#)*$4%0$/4F*$
078.7;:*8$#5$4::$+,*$%4+7#%8'$(4;+7G7%9$+,*/$7%$
+,*$%4/*$#5$+,*$H4+,*)$4%0$#5$+,*$"#%$4%0$#5$
+,*$6#:1$";7)7+'$+*4.,7%9$+,*/$+#$#(8*)<*$4::$
+,7%98$+,4+$-$,4<*$.#//4%0*0$1#2I$4%0$:#'$-$
4/$&7+,$1#2$4:&418'$*<*%$+#$+,*$*%0$#5$+,*$
49*=J>$(Matthew 28:18-20) On the Day of Pentecost the 
hearts of those who believed were pricked by the preaching 

of the gospel, !K#&$&,*%$+,*1$,*4)0$+,78'$+,*1$
&*)*$.2+$+#$+,*$,*4)+'$4%0$8470$+#$C*+*)$4%0$+,*$
)*8+$#5$+,*$4;#8+:*8'$DB*%$4%0$()*+,)*%'$&,4+$
8,4::$&*$0#LJ>$(Acts 2:37) In Acts 8:4 we learn, 

!@,*)*5#)*$+,#8*$&,#$&*)*$8.4++*)*0$&*%+$
*<*)1&,*)*$;)*4.,7%9$+,*$&#)0=>$Paul instructs 

Timothy, !C)*4.,$+,*$&#)0M$?*$)*401$7%$8*48#%$
4%0$#2+$#5$8*48#%=$N#%<7%.*'$)*(2F*'$*O,#)+'$

&7+,$4::$:#%98255*)7%9$4%0$+*4.,7%9=>$(2nd  
Timothy 4:2) Paul understood the unfathomable value of 

proclaiming the gospel as he states, !@#$/*'$&,#$4/$
:*88$+,4%$+,*$:*48+$#5$4::$+,*$847%+8'$+,78$9)4.*$
&48$97<*%'$+,4+$-$8,#2:0$;)*4.,$4/#%9$+,*$
3*%+7:*8$+,*$2%8*4).,4(:*$)7.,*8$#5$N,)78+=>$$
(Ephesians 3:8) 
 
 

@,*$3#8;*:$A$B28+$?*$P*.*7<*0$
The person who desires the benefits from the gospel 
must  be willing to receive the message. Paul states,  

!$=$=$=$&,7.,$4:8#$1#2$)*.*7<*0$=$=$=>$(1st  
Corinthians 15:1) It should be pointed out that  
receiving the gospel goes beyond simply hearing the 
gospel proclaimed. Remember the example of those 
who became Christians at Thessalonica as revealed in 

1st Thessalonians 2:13, !H#)$+,78$)*48#%$&*$4:8#$
+,4%F$3#0$&7+,#2+$.*487%9'$(*.428*$&,*%$
1#2$)*.*7<*0$+,*$&#)0$#5$3#0$&,7.,$1#2$
,*4)0$5)#/$28'$1#2$&*:.#/*0$7+$%#+$48$+,*$
&#)0$#5$/*%'$(2+$48$7+$78$7%$+)2+,'$+,*$&#)0$#5$
3#0'$&,7.,$4:8#$*55*.+7<*:1$&#)F8$7%$1#2$&,#$
(*:7*<*=>$James 1:21-22 states, !@,*)*5#)*$:41$
4870*$4::$57:+,7%*88$4%0$#<*)5:#&$#5$$
&7.F*0%*88'$4%0$)*.*7<*$&7+,$/**F%*88$+,*$
7/;:4%+*0$&#)0'$&,7.,$78$4(:*$+#$84<*$1#2)$
8#2:8=$?2+$(*$0#*)8$#5$+,*$&#)0'$4%0$%#+$
,*4)*)8$#%:1'$0*.*7<7%9$1#2)8*:<*8=>$ The  
scriptures are clear, the one who fails to obey the gospel  
will receive everlasting destruction (2nd Thessalonians 
1:8-9). 
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+#$+,*$&#)0$#5$678$9)4.*'$&,7.,$78$4(:*$+#$(27:0$
1#2$2;$4%0$97<*$1#2$4%$7%,*)7+4%.*$4/#%9$4::$
+,#8*$&,#$4)*$84%.+757*0=>$(Acts 20:32) The gospel 
is God’s message to man that enables one to have hope. In 

Colossians 1:5 Paul states, !?*.428*$#5$+,*$,#;*$
&,7.,$78$:470$2;$5#)$1#2$7%$,*4<*%'$#5$&,7.,$1#2$
,*4)0$(*5#)*$7%$+,*$&#)0$#5$+,*$+)2+,$#5$+,*$
9#8;*:=> 
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 Also in 1st Corinthians 15:1 we read, “ . . . -$0*.:4)*$+#$
1#2$+,*$9#8;*:$&,7.,$-$;)*4.,*0$+#$1#2'$=$=$=>$
The great commission given by our Lord involves  
proclaiming the gospel message to others. Jesus taught, 

!=$=$=$DE::$42+,#)7+1$,48$(**%$97<*%$+#$B*$7%$
,*4<*%$4%0$#%$*4)+,=$3#$+,*)*5#)*$4%0$/4F*$
078.7;:*8$#5$4::$+,*$%4+7#%8'$(4;+7G7%9$+,*/$7%$
+,*$%4/*$#5$+,*$H4+,*)$4%0$#5$+,*$"#%$4%0$#5$
+,*$6#:1$";7)7+'$+*4.,7%9$+,*/$+#$#(8*)<*$4::$
+,7%98$+,4+$-$,4<*$.#//4%0*0$1#2I$4%0$:#'$-$
4/$&7+,$1#2$4:&418'$*<*%$+#$+,*$*%0$#5$+,*$
49*=J>$(Matthew 28:18-20) On the Day of Pentecost the 
hearts of those who believed were pricked by the preaching 

of the gospel, !K#&$&,*%$+,*1$,*4)0$+,78'$+,*1$
&*)*$.2+$+#$+,*$,*4)+'$4%0$8470$+#$C*+*)$4%0$+,*$
)*8+$#5$+,*$4;#8+:*8'$DB*%$4%0$()*+,)*%'$&,4+$
8,4::$&*$0#LJ>$(Acts 2:37) In Acts 8:4 we learn, 

!@,*)*5#)*$+,#8*$&,#$&*)*$8.4++*)*0$&*%+$
*<*)1&,*)*$;)*4.,7%9$+,*$&#)0=>$Paul instructs 

Timothy, !C)*4.,$+,*$&#)0M$?*$)*401$7%$8*48#%$
4%0$#2+$#5$8*48#%=$N#%<7%.*'$)*(2F*'$*O,#)+'$

&7+,$4::$:#%98255*)7%9$4%0$+*4.,7%9=>$(2nd  
Timothy 4:2) Paul understood the unfathomable value of 

proclaiming the gospel as he states, !@#$/*'$&,#$4/$
:*88$+,4%$+,*$:*48+$#5$4::$+,*$847%+8'$+,78$9)4.*$
&48$97<*%'$+,4+$-$8,#2:0$;)*4.,$4/#%9$+,*$
3*%+7:*8$+,*$2%8*4).,4(:*$)7.,*8$#5$N,)78+=>$$
(Ephesians 3:8) 
 
 

@,*$3#8;*:$A$B28+$?*$P*.*7<*0$
The person who desires the benefits from the gospel 
must  be willing to receive the message. Paul states,  

!$=$=$=$&,7.,$4:8#$1#2$)*.*7<*0$=$=$=>$(1st  
Corinthians 15:1) It should be pointed out that  
receiving the gospel goes beyond simply hearing the 
gospel proclaimed. Remember the example of those 
who became Christians at Thessalonica as revealed in 

1st Thessalonians 2:13, !H#)$+,78$)*48#%$&*$4:8#$
+,4%F$3#0$&7+,#2+$.*487%9'$(*.428*$&,*%$
1#2$)*.*7<*0$+,*$&#)0$#5$3#0$&,7.,$1#2$
,*4)0$5)#/$28'$1#2$&*:.#/*0$7+$%#+$48$+,*$
&#)0$#5$/*%'$(2+$48$7+$78$7%$+)2+,'$+,*$&#)0$#5$
3#0'$&,7.,$4:8#$*55*.+7<*:1$&#)F8$7%$1#2$&,#$
(*:7*<*=>$James 1:21-22 states, !@,*)*5#)*$:41$
4870*$4::$57:+,7%*88$4%0$#<*)5:#&$#5$$
&7.F*0%*88'$4%0$)*.*7<*$&7+,$/**F%*88$+,*$
7/;:4%+*0$&#)0'$&,7.,$78$4(:*$+#$84<*$1#2)$
8#2:8=$?2+$(*$0#*)8$#5$+,*$&#)0'$4%0$%#+$
,*4)*)8$#%:1'$0*.*7<7%9$1#2)8*:<*8=>$ The  
scriptures are clear, the one who fails to obey the gospel  
will receive everlasting destruction (2nd Thessalonians 
1:8-9). 
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Obedience to the gospel is not limited to one’s initial 
compliance. Remember, in 1st Corinthians 15:2 Paul 

also states, “5/&67#87&"4+2&/29&":(&+";()<&#*&/29&
724)&*"+%&%7"%&62:)&67#87&=&3:("87()&%2&
/29>9$4(++&/29&.(4#(;(&#$&;"#$?@ Paul continues 
to emphasize the importance of steadfastness by stating, 

“A7(:(*2:(<&B/&.(42;()&.:(%7:($<&.(&&
+%(")*"+%<&#BB2;".4(<&"46"/+&".29$)#$0&#$&
%7(&62:C&2*&%7(&D2:)<&C$26#$0&%7"%&/29:&&
4".2:&#+&$2%&#$&;"#$&#$&%7(&D2:)?@&(1st Corinthians 
15:58) 
 

E2$849+#2$&
The numerous benefits available to the one who chooses 
to receive and obey the gospel are immeasurable.  
Therefore, let us always be receptive, stay focused and 
hold fast to the teachings of  the gospel. 
 
                                                 * * * * Chuck Kozens 
 

 

F29:&D(++2$+&&F29:&D(++2$+&&&&

G+%&E2:#$%7#"$+&GHIGG+%&E2:#$%7#"$+&GHIGJJKK&&
!"!"!"#

 

In 1st Corinthians 15:1-2 Paul states, L!2:(2;(:<&&
.:(%7:($<&=&)(84":(&%2&/29&%7(&02+3(4&67#87&=&
3:("87()&%2&/29<&67#87&"4+2&/29&:(8(#;()&"$)&
#$&67#87&/29&+%"$)<&./&67#87&"4+2&/29&":(&
+";()<&#*&/29&724)&*"+%&%7"%&62:)&67#87&=&
3:("87()&%2&/29>9$4(++&/29&.(4#(;()&#$&;"#$?@!
Let us reflect on four important lessons from these two 
verses. 
 

12)M+&N26(:&,&A7(&12+3(4&
In verse one the message that Paul declared was the gospel, 

L!2:(2;(:<&.:(%7:($<&=&)(84":()&%2&/29&%7(&&
02+3(4&?&?&?@&(1st Corinthians 15:1)  It is the gospel that is 

God’s power to save. Remember Romans 1:16, LF2:&=&"B&
$2%&"+7"B()&2*&%7(&02+3(4&2*&E7:#+%<&*2:&#%&#+&%7(&
326(:&2*&12)&%2&+"4;"%#2$&*2:&(;(:/2$(&672&&
.(4#(;(+<&*2:&%7(&O(6&*#:+%&"$)&"4+2&*2:&%7(&
1:((C?@ It is the gospel that enables one to be built up, 
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